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Heritage Burlington 

• Purpose of tonight’s presentation: 

– Inform HB of the current study underway 

– Consult HB on elements for inclusion in the 
character statement for the Mount Nemo Plateau 

• Next Steps 

– Second presentation(December) : 

• Inform HB of study recommendations  

• Consult HB for comments 
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Study Purpose 

• Provide a preliminary examination of the 
character and heritage issues on the Mount 
Nemo Plateau by: 
– Conducting an assessment of the character and 

heritage of the Mount Nemo Plateau 
– Identifying options for the long-term conservation and 

enhancement of the character and heritage value of 
Mount Nemo; and 

– Recommending any further study that may be 
required to better understand the character and 
heritage of the Mount Nemo Plateau and how it may 
be conserved 



Key Points in the History of the 
Mount Nemo Plateau 



View from Walker’s Line 









Township Map from County Atlas, 1877 



Nature and Culture 

• When we think of the Mount Nemo Plateau, 
we often think of: 
• Escarpment outlier – dramatic landform 

• Forest transition zone 

• Headwaters  

• Habitat for rare and/or endangered species 

But also a “culturally modified landscape” since 
the time of indigenous use/habitation and 
more obviously since Euro settlement. 

 



Niagara Escarpment Plan 

• The particular combination of geological and  
ecological features along the Niagara Escarpment  
results in a landscape unequalled in Canada. It is also 
a source of some of southern Ontario's prime rivers  
and streams and one of the province's principal  
outdoor recreation areas 

 

• The Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development  
Act established a planning process to ensure that  
the area would be protected. From this emerged the  
Niagara Escarpment Plan which serves as a  
framework of objectives and policies to strike a  
balance between development, preservation and  
the enjoyment of this important resource.  



A World Biosphere Reserve (1990) 

• The UNESCO concept is actually “man and the 
biosphere” (MAB) – promoting the 
preservation of unique and inspiring 
landscapes but where humankind also has a 
place in a long term sustainable relationship 
built on stewardship, “local community efforts 
and sound science”. 



• NEC Plan Objective #1: To protect unique 
ecologic and historic areas. 

 

• PPS (2005): “…significant built heritage resources 
and significant cultural heritage landscape (chl) 
resources shall be conserved.  A chl is “a defined 
geographical area of heritage significance which 
has been modified by human activities and is 
valued by the community”. 

 

 



• Burlington Official Plan Objectives 

– To identify areas of heritage landscape in the City 
containing heritage buildings, structures, streets, 
vegetation, and open spaces of architectural or 
historic significance, whose arrangement 
represents one or more distinctive cultural 
processes in the historical use of land. 



Salem Cemetery 



Nicholas Dent House 



Straight lines in curved space 
-the 1806 ‘single front’ land survey 

-the 1819 ‘double front’ land survey  



‘Colling’ Church 





2144 Brittania Road 



Historic residence as clubhouse:  
Burlington Springs Golf Course 



Historic barns now associated with Carlisle Golf 
Course 



2280 No. 2 Side Rd(the Pitcher Homestead) 



4065 Guelph Line:  
now hidden below the raised road bed 



The Bruce Trail at Blind Lane 



Artifacts of early industrial activity:  
Mt. Nemo Conservation Area 



View from Mt. Nemo 



In experiencing the view nature becomes 
culture 


